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It is now ten years since Mr. James published the first edition of his work on Inflammation, and the interval appears to have been employed in collecting-information. The present volume is of magnitude much superior to its predecessor, and we do not doubt that its increase of actual value is in a ratio not very disproportionate to the augmentation of size. We do not propose to analyze this edition, nor even to review it. Its composition is too elementary for such a purpose, and, being-a second edition, we should travel over ground familiar to many of our readers. Yet we cannot permit so large an accession to the stock of professional knowledge to pass unnoticed ; such a course would be unjust to the author, our readers, and ourselves. We shall select and present an interesting or useful passage here and there, without attempting to connect and unite into the shape of a consistent whole, the heterogeneous fragments.
State op the Vessels in Inflammation.
The determination of this state would be to a great degree the determination of the long and eager disputes on the proximate cause of inflammation. The prevailing-opinion at present appears to be, that the capillary vessels are weakened, and dilated, because, by reason of that weakness, they are unable to resist the ordinary force of the heart and large vessels. This has always appeared to us a fallacious theory, although we are willing to allow that it is a specious one.
The proper method of forming a theory of inflammation, is, by carefully studying phenomena, and drawing deductions as rigorously precise and germane to the truth as possible. We Here is a process half growth half inflammation ; and it does seem to us that the smaller vessels have a power conferred on them which they did not previously possess, rather than that they are deprived of their usual quantum of it. We give this as an apposite example, but the reparative process is in principle the same, whether a bone have been broken or a finger cut, whatever tissue, in short, it is exerted in. 
